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CONCRETE   BLOCKS
the "Miracle" patent covers "A building wall consisting of concrete blocks having two rows of air cavities, the cavities of the one row being opposite and being larger than the intervals or necks between the consecutive cavities of the other row," etc. This is patent No. 730,780, filed Dec. 1, 1902, and issued June 9, 1903.
PLATK V.    Comparative Test of Blocks to Show Relative Porosity.
The patent records show that application for a U. S. patent on a multiple air space wall was filed Dec. 4, 1903, by Peter Dier-lamm, of Stratford, Canada. This patent, No. 774,835, was granted in November, 1904. The drawing accompanying this patent (Plate VIII.) shows that this patented block is almost exactly the same form as the Miracle block. Application for this patent was filed prior to the application for the Blakeslee patent No. 760,774.
Plate VI., Fig. 3, shows a horizontal section of a portion of a "Miracle" wall. Plate VII., Pig. 10, shows a vertical section of a portion of a "Blakeslee" wall. The writer has added to Fig. 3, Plate VI., three lines marked AA, BB, CC. These lines show how four "Blakeslee" blocks would make one block similar in form to a "Miracle" block turned on end. Practically the same thing would be true of a block of the form patented by Peter Dierlamm.
The "Blakeslee," "Dierlamm," and "Miracle" blocks are improvements on blocks of the "Palmer" type designed to prevent moisture from passing through a wall by doing away with webs passing direct from front to rear. Both the Blakeslee and the Miracle processes use "dry" concrete, the machines being somewhat similar to those used in the Palmer process, which also uses "dry" concrete. Nearly all the competitors of the Palmer Company which makes blocks of forms like or similar to the Palmer blocks also use "dry" concrete. The object gained by using "dry" concrete is rapidity of manufacture, as a block may be removed from the